
ORDINANCE NO. 119

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR THE PURPOSE OF

CONTROLLING WATER USAGE; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES
FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE CONDITIONS OF

THIS ORDINANCE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CITY OF BARLING, ARKANSAS, THAT:

SECTION 1:

It is hereby determined that in order for the City of
Barling to conserve water in view of the dire condition proclaimed by
the City of Fort Smith to presently exist and which is expected to
continue, it is necessary to manage the water service demands of the
City of Barling by limiting water consumption through restrictions and
prohibitions on the use of city water during certain times of the year
as set out below.

SECTION 2:

(a) From May 15 through October 15 of each year an initial
conservation phase to be known as Phase I shall be in effect.

(b) Phase I conservation measures shall consist of the
following restrictions and prohibitions on the use of city water:

(1) The following uses of water are permitted at
locations with even-numbered addresses on even­
numbered days of the month only, and at locations
with odd-numbered addresses on odd-numbered days of
the month only:

Lawn watering; the washing of motor vehicles,
trailers, or boats by hosing or by use of water
directly from faucets (not applicable to commercial
car washes); and filling swimming pools.

(2) The watering of shrubs, plants, trees, and
gardens is permitted only by efficient sprinkling
systems such as low volume drip, spray, or bubbler
emitters or by hand-held hose. Such watering is
permitted at any time but should be limited to the
minimum amounts necessary to sustain plant life.

(3) The use of water from fire hydrants at any
time for construction purposes, fire drills, or
routine hydrant testing is prohibited. Only non­
potable water may be used for dirt compaction,
earth moving operations, or street base course
construction.
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(4) The washing of sidewalks, walkways, driveways,
patios, parking lots, tennis courts, and other
hard-surfaced areas by hosing or by use of water
directly from faucets or other city sources is pro­
hibited.

(5) No person shall irrigate or water his lawn to
such an extent as to allow water to escape from his
premises upon public property, such as alleys or
streets, nor upon any other person1s property.

SECTION 3:

(a) This section shall be placed in effect when the City of
Fort Smith, Arkansas notifies the City of Barling that Phase II of
their water conservation measures is in effect. This phase shall be
known as Phase II.

(b) Phase II conservation measures shall consist of the
following restrictions and prohibitions on the use of city water:

(1) The watering of shrubs, plants, trees and gar­
dens is permitted only by efficient sprinkling
systems such as low volume drip, spray, or bubbler
emitters or by hand-held hose and should be limited
to the minimum amounts necessary to sustain plant
life. Such watering is permitted at locations with
even-numbered addresses on even-numbered days of
the month only and at locations with odd-numbered
addresses on odd-numbered days of the month only.
All lawn watering from city sources is prohibited.

(2) The washing of motor vehicles, trailers, or
boats by hosing or by use of water directly from
faucets is prohibited. Filling swimming pools is
prohibited. EXCEPTION: This measure shall not
apply to commercial car washes.

(3) The washing of sidewalks, walkways, driveways,
patios, parking lots, tennis courts, and other
hard-surfaced areas by hosing or by use of water
directly from faucets or other city sources is pro­
hibited.

(4) The use of water from fire hydrants at any
time for construction purposes, fire drills, or
routine hydrant testing is prohibited. Only non­
potable water may be used for dirt compaction,
earth moving operations, or street base course
construction.

(

(



3

(5) No person shall irrigate or water to such an
extent as to allow water to escape from his premi­
ses upon pUblic property, such as alleys or
streets, nor upon any other person1s property.

(c) The restrictions and prohibitions of Phase II shall be
removed when the City of Fort Smith notifies the City of Barling that
Phase II of their conservation measures are no longer in effect.

SECTION 4:

Whenever an emergency exists as determined by the City
Administrator, or his designated agent, by reason of a shortage of
water, or any other circumstances which make it necessary to imme­
diately conserve water, there is hereby delegated to the City
Administrator, or his designated agent, the authority to implement the
conservation measures which may include, but are not limited to, the
following measures which are necessary to maintain potable water for
essential public health and safety functions:

(a) Prohibit the watering of shrubs, plants, trees, and
gardens;

(b) Request industries, manufacturers, and businesses to
implement any reasonable measures to reduce water consumption.

The emergency measures shall remain in effect until the next
regularly scheduled meeting or special meeting of the Board of
Directors at which time the Board shall decide whether it is necessary
to continue or discontinue the said measures.

SECTION 5:

In order to ensure conservation from out-of-city water
users, the sale or transmission of water to said users shall be con­
ditioned upon the adoption of conservation measures at least as
stringent as those adopted by this Ordinance within a reasonable time
after the passage of this Ordinance and to remain in full force and
effect until this Ordinance has been repealed or superseded.

SECTION 6:

The failure to comply with any requirements contained in
this Ordinance is hereby declared to be unlawful, and any user of
water being convicted of such unlawful act shall be fined not more
than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and each day on which a violation
occurs shall constitute a separate offense.
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SECTION 7:

Whenever a conservation measure is placed into effect by the
City Administrator, notification of residents shall be done by the
most practical means available including the posting of notices or
other means.

SECTION 8:

If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase of
this Ordinance or any application hereof is for any reason held ille­
gal, invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of com­
petent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of
the remaining part hereof.

SECTION 9:

All ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby
specifically repealed.

SECTION 10:

The enactment of this Ordinance would ensure the protection
of the health, safety and welfare of the pUblic in the City of
Barling, Arkansas, in that the conservation of water is necessary to
ensure an adequate supply of potable water for consumption and use,
the same being in the immediate interest of promoting health, safety
and general welfare, so that an emergency is hereby declared to exist
and this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after
its passage.

PASSED AND APPROVED this ~ day of ~~~ , 1987.

Attest:
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